
HOW TO STUDY 
EFFICIENTLY    

 
• The slides are the most important. Then required readings.  
• It is very beneficial if you keep up with the course. A lot of the material is new 

and will need some reflection time to sink in. Moreover, material taught later 
builds on material covered earlier.  

• Thus, spending a bit of time every week will mean (i) you will absorb and 
understand the material spending less hours than when you try to catch up at a 
later date, (ii) you’ll enjoy the lectures more since you understand more, and (iii) 
it may also lead to less stress.  

• MAKE SURE TO MAKE GOOD NOTES. Revision before the exam will be easier. 
• Come to classes prepared, having studied course material and the assignment.  
• BE AN ACTIVE LEARNER BY DOING THE FOLLOWING:  

o Don’t just go over the material line by line and be happy when you can follow 
the argument. Put all the material away and see whether you can rebuild the 
whole argument from scratch. On the exam (and in real life) you will be 
expected to do more than having memorized stuff. 

o Summarise to your boy/girlfriend, younger sibling, grandparents, stranger on 
the tube, and/or an imaginary friend what you have just learned. 

o Study with other students and challenge each other. 
o When you get lost, do NOT try to find more literature online or in the library. 

The struggle to figure things out yourself is part of studying effectively.  
 
 

IF YOU NEED HELP 
 

 
• Go to Wouter’s drop-in hours: Instead of the usual 10-minute one-on-one 

meetings, I set aside two hours each week to meet with you. You are, of course, 
encouraged to share your doubts, but it is perfectly fine to be shy and just listen. 

o  Monday:       5 - 6PM, 32L 1.08A. 
o  Wednesday: 9-10PM, 32L 1.08A. 

• Visit the anonymous forum on Moodle: On the Moodle course page, there is a 
forum where you can ask questions about course material anonymously (but note 
that in your own Moodle page you can still see that you asked the question but 
other students, class teachers, and lecture cannot). 

•  Clearly indicate in the subject of your post what the question is about, E.g., 
o Homework 7, question 3 part ii. 
o Romer model, slide 48, Household savings decision. 

•  You are encouraged to answer your fellow students’ questions. 
•  Check whether a question has already been asked. 
•  Show some effort. Don’t simply say you don’t understand a topic and could it 

please be explained again. Make clear where you get lost in the reasoning. 
• Go to TAs office hours.  See Moodle for info. 
• Python support. Aks Stephan Hobler for help; s.j.hobler@lse.ac.uk; details will be 

posted on Moodle.  
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